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Bl wowicd estabiish a hational siiibidh regisiny and pramode prevendon

VIASHINGTORN, D.C. - LS. Senalor Barack Obama today infroduced the Preventing Stillbirth and Sudden
Unexpected Infant Death Act of 2008, which will enhance public health activities related fo understanding
and pressenting stilibith and sudden unexpected infant deaths (SUID). Bveryyvear, more than 25,000 women
i the United States experience stillbirth and roughly 4,500 infants die as a result of SLID. While some of
these deaths are a resull of knoen causes, most stillbirths and SUID remain unexplained. Degpile these
significant rales, thare is not a standardized or consistant process for recording these deaths, which
impedes prevention efforis and complicates our ability io understand risk factors related to them,

The Dhama legislation will slandardize and coordinate dala and information ralated 1o stillbirh and SUID in
an efforf to improve curment prevenlion strategies farwomean at risk, as well as facilitate research,

"Everyyear, 100 many American families experience the heatbreak of stillbirh and sudden unexpected infant
death, and we must do everghing we can to work to prevent these ragedies” said Senator Obama, "This
irmportant legislation will launch a national registry for both stillbirth and SUID 1o help facilitate understanding
of the roof causes, rates, and frends of these deaths. will also provide every American family with access o
infarmation about ways to prevent them. | look forsard toworking with my calleagues o move this legislation
fo the Senate floor as soon as possibie®

This Actwill enhance public achivbies relsied lo shifburih s

¢ Developing a standard definition of stillbinh in consultation with national heallh arganizations and
professional societies with experdise relating fo reducing stillbirths and infant modality,

# Esfablishing & national registre that can facilitale the understanding of roof cavses, rales, and trends
of =tillbirh.

¢ Developing and enhancing public education and prevention programs aimed af reducing the
pecurrance of stillbirh.

This Actwill enhance public activilies related bo sudaen unexpected Indant ceath by

# Esfablishing & populstion-based SLID case regisiry that can facilitale the understanding

» ofthe root causes, rates, and trends of SUID.

& Facilitating the collection, anahsis, and dissermination of data by implementing & surseillance and
monitoring systam based on thorough and complate death scene Imvestigation data, clinleal history,
and autopsy indings,

s Collecting standardized information about the environmental, medical, social, and genetic
circumsiances WHatmay Comelats walh intant déatiis

¢ Establishing a standardized classification system for defining subcategorias of SIDE and SLID for
sunvgillance and prevention reseanch activities;

¢ Suppording muttidisciplinary infant death reviews such as those pemformed by child death review
committees and fetal infant montality commitiees to collect and review the standardized information
and accurately and consistently classify and characterize SUID;

* Improving public reporting of surveillance and descriptive epidemiology of SUID by supplementing
wital statistics data.

First Candle/SIDS Alliance applauds this legisiation and says: “0n behall of the thowsands of Amencan
farnilies devastated by the sudden, unexpected death of a beloved baby each and everyvear, First Candle
applauds Senator Obama for introducing this groundbreaking bill Without consistency in defining,
imestigating and rapoding these tragic deaths, families are len searching for answers and there is no hope
for a future where these deaths can be prévented.”

Thig legislation is also supponed by Amencan SIDS Instibute, Amencan Acadermy of Padlatrics Task Fonce
on 5105, Babykick Alllance, Global Alliande for e Prenention of Prematunty and 5l Binh - Seatlle
Children's Hospital, Healthy BIRTH Dy, International Stillbirth Alliance, lowa Stillbirth Mothers, Mational

Center for Cultural Competence - Georgetown University, National Stillbirth Society, March of Dimes, and the
MIES Foundation
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